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To:  Mrs Ursula von der Leyen  
President of the European Commission 
 
Mr Frans Timmermans 
Executive Vice President of the European Commission in charge of the European Green Deal  
 
Mr Virginijus Sinkevičius 
Commissioner for Environment, Oceans and Fisheries 
 
Mr Thierry Breton 
Commissioner for Internal Market 

 
 

Dear President, 

Dear Executive Vice-President, 
Dear Commissioners, 
 
 
Ref: Single-Use Plastics (SUP) draft Guidelines not in line with the Directive 2019/904 
 

We, the undersigned members of the European Parliament, are writing to you as we are very 
concerned about developing the Guidelines regarding single use plastic products required by the Single Use 
Plastic Directive (EU) 2019/904.  
 

According to the last versions of the Guidelines, shared with the Member States, there is a tendency 
to widen the Guidelines' scope compared to the Directive text. We strongly believe that such an approach will 
create more problems for the Member States and the industries concerned than serving the public better . 
 

We would like to draw your attention to a recent study conducted by Ramboll - the independent 
Danish consultants to the European Commission, and certified by Germany's TÜV (Technischer 
Überwachungsverein), comparing single-use, paper-based food and drink packaging used in European quick-
service restaurants, to reusable tableware made by plastic, crockery, glass and metal.  
 

According to this study, single-use paper packaging in quick service restaurants is better for the 
environment than reusable tableware. Concrete factual figures regarding multiple-use tableware prove it: 
multiple-use tableware has 177% more negative impact on climate change, consumes 267% more water and 
237% more fossil fuels, and generates 137% more fine particulate matter. 
 
Additionally, but equally important: 

● Paper single-use dishes are sourced and manufactured in Europe, opposite to plastic, ceramic 
or glass dishes that are sourced and/or manufacture out of Europe, mostly in Asia and China.  

● Paper/board dishes are coming from EU sustainable forests. 
● Paper fibres can be re-used up to seven times for paper or board production. 
● The disposable paper has a recycling rate as high as 85.6% in Europe.  
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Therefore, the guidelines must reflect the very core idea of the SUP Directive: "to focus efforts where 
they are most needed, this Directive should cover only those single-use plastic products found the most on 
beaches in the Union". According to the draft guidelines, the efforts are targeted towards outside areas for the 
Directive's scope with high economic and social costs. Paper disposable are not among the top ten littering 
items found on the marine beaches. They are in 55th place of the list of products found on beaches and 
account for only 0.27% of the marine litter examined. 
 

Still, the most warring fact comes from the latest version of the Single-Use Plastics Directive 
Guidelines.  
 

Based on the guidelines' last versions, we noticed that the Commission managed to rename paper 
products as plastic products. A polymeric layer measuring just a couple of microns to be considered "a main 
structural component of the final product" goes way beyond rationality, logic, or even scientific arguments. 
We would not want to think of hidden reasons for this approach, including some individuals or Member 
States' economic and financial interests, which would severely undermine the public trust in all European 
Institutions' work. It would also undermine the goals and the very spirit of the European Green Deal.  
 

Furthermore, we can't ignore the human health factor. Single-use paper dishes and packaging offer 
the best protection for food and prevent cross-contamination. 
 

In a world ravaged by 12 months of COVID-19 pandemic, forced to keep protective measures for at 
least the next 12 months, with an unprecedented level of stress and fear among the people, the role of single-
use paper dishes and packaging in preventing the spread of COVID-19, also recognized by the European 
Environment Agency, can't be ignored. 
 

Considering the above scientific facts, we call on the Commission to reconsider the Guidance 
interpretation, including the single-use paper products within the Directive scope. We believe that the 
Guidelines must be consistent with the legislative text and be fully aligned with the SUP Directive's objectives. 
 

In the interest of the Single-Use Plastics Directive's effectiveness and the European Green Deal's real 
goals, it is of utmost importance to design a set of guidelines in line with the Circular Economy's original 
concepts. This will unleash the best technological solutions and on a path of substantial reduction of plastic, 
providing at the same time an incentive for the industry to innovate and invest in Europe in research and 
development of new materials and new technology.  
 

We take this opportunity to recall our full commitment to switch Europe into a circular and climate 
neutral economy. 
 
 
Yours sincerely,        Brussels, February 11, 2021 
 

Mr Cristian-Silviu BUSOI 
Mr Fulvio MARTUSCIELLO  
Mr Antonio TAJANI 
Mrs Maria Da Graca CARVALHO  
Ms Angelika NIEBLER  



   
 

3 
 

Ms Henna VIRKKUNEN  
Mr Riho TERRAS  
Mr Vasile BLAGA  
Mrs Eva KAILI  
Mr Ioan-Rares BOGDAN  
Mr Dan-Stefan MOTREANU  
Mr Gheorghe FALCA  
Mr Carlo CALENDA  
Mr Pietro FIOCCHI   
Mrs Gianna GANCIA  
Mr Salvatore DE MEO  
Mrs Annalisa TARDINO  
Mr Marco CAMPOMENOSI  
Mrs Luisa REGIMENTI  
Mr Giuseppe FERRANDINO  
Mr Massimiliano SALINI  
Mr Aldo PATRICIELLO  
Mr Matteo ADINOLFI  
Mr Alessandro PANZA  
Mr Marco DREOSTO  
Mr Carlo FIDANZA  
Mrs Silvia SARDONE   
Mr Giuseppe MILAZZO  
Mrs Alessandra BASSO  
Mrs Francesca DONATO  
Mrs Elena LIZZI  
Mr Massimo CASANOVA  
Mr Antonio Maria RINALDI  
 

 


